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POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL (RESIDENCY) TRAINING 

(Note: this option does not require enrolment at the University of Otago) 

There are restrictions on the ability of foreign medical graduates to practice Medicine in New Zealand.  Clinical medical practice in New Zealand 

requires formal registration with the licensing body, which has, like most countries, specific requirements for foreign graduates.   

It may be possible to obtain temporary registration for a specific period to undertake supervised practice during residency training. Information on 

how to obtain temporary registration is available from the Medical Council of New Zealand, PO Box 11 649, Wellington, New Zealand (Website 

www.mcnz.org.nz).   

Amongst other requirements, there is a major registration examination, the NZREX, which must be passed by foreign medical graduates before 

they can obtain employment to practice medicine without restriction. 

Once you have temporary registration to practice medicine you can seek an approved training post as a House Surgeon or Registrar in a Health 

Services Hospital.  Further information and contacts for hospitals and District Health Boards associated with the University of Otago can be found 

at http://micn.otago.ac.nz/courses-and-subjects/residency-training  

POSTGRADUATE CLINICAL OR NON-CLINICAL STUDY 

Please note that postgraduate clinical training is normally carried out in the context of having gained an approved training post in a New Zealand 

hospital and in association with the appropriate Royal College.  While the University offers a number of clinically-based programmes, these are 

generally preparatory or complementary to the primary training provided in the hospital context.  New Zealand medical registration is generally 

required for clinically-based programmes.  Completion of a clinically-based programme does not assist you to gain New Zealand medical 

registration. The University also offers a number of non-clinical programmes in Medicine which do not require New Zealand medical registration. 

Various programmes are offered in each of the Dunedin, Christchurch and Wellington Schools of Medicine.  Distance programmes are taught 

generally within New Zealand only.  International students cannot normally obtain student visas to study distance delivered programmes in New 

Zealand. 

POSTGRADUATE STUDY FOR MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS – On Campus, This study only option does not give registration. 

otago.ac.nz/study-public-health 

Post Graduate Diploma in Health Management (PGDipHealMgt) 
A programme of study that draws equally on public health and business administration. Participants study health systems and health economics in 

the public health programme and a suite of recommended papers in business. 

Duration: 12 months 
Entry Requirements: Be a graduate or hold a professional qualification requiring at least 3 years of tertiary level study, Minimum of 

2 years work experience 
Tuition fee (estimate) $35,216 per year – (Approx)  16.1 lakh  

 

http://www.mcnz.org.nz/
http://micn.otago.ac.nz/courses-and-subjects/residency-training


 

Masters of Health Sciences in Health Management (MHealMgt) 
An advanced qualification in management, which includes a research component of either a supervised thesis or dissertation. It is suitable for 
students who wish to pursue a higher-level career in health management. It will provide evidence of in-depth, independent investigation into 
topics selected by students 

Duration: 12  – 24 months 
Entry Requirements: Have completed the Postgraduate Diploma in Health Management (PGDipHealMgt), or equivalent, and to 

have achieved grades averaging B or better and have completed 30 points of postgraduate research methods 
papers with an average grad of B+ or better. 

Tuition fee (estimate) $41,452 per year  -  (Approx) 19.3 lakh  
Start Date Can start at any time – 1st of Month    
Enrolment   2 processes – internal department assessment then online application through evision.     
                                    Wellington, Christchurch or Dunedin Campus 

 

Post Graduate Diploma in Public Health (DPH) 
It is relevant and practical, with graduates being able to identify and understand public health issues, and depending on which optional papers are 

taken, gain the skills to analyse and use health data, design appropriate health promotion strategies, plan and evaluate public health interventions, 

work collaboratively with professionals and the community, appreciate resource allocation and cost issues in health and uphold ethical standards 

Duration: 12 months 
Entry Requirements: Degree, diploma, or professional qualification, which would normally equate to a B average overall. 

IELTS 7.5 (No band less than 7.5)  
Tuition fee (estimate) $41,452 per year  Approx 19.3 lakh  
Start Date February, April, July & September  

 

APPLICATION TO OTAGO 

• Applicants must complete an online application via eVision.  Application information is contained in the University’s International Prospectus 
or from the University’s website,  

• The 2020 tuition fees for postgraduate medical programmes are generally NZ$41,452 per annum. Approx 19.3 lakh  

• 2019 Living expenses may amount to NZ$17,000-$20,000 per annum. Approx 7.4 – 9.3 lakh 

• English language: evidence of English language proficiency is required if English is not the applicant’s first language (TOEFL iBT score of 95 
(writing 22); 6.5 in IELTS (no individual band below 6.0) ** IELTS 7.5 for Public Health) 

• Please check the following website for information on whether or not you need to provide an Educational Credentials Evaluation:  
www.otago.ac.nz/international/otago005425.html 

 

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Further detailed information on postgraduate programmes in the Faculty of Medicine can be found at: 

www.otago.ac.nz/medicine 

 

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
• For enquiries please contact:– http://otago.custhelp.com/app/international_enquiries 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/international/otago005425.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/medicine
http://otago.custhelp.com/app/international_enquiries

